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MEW IMEN SYTEH'S
LIWESCMPPLED

New Electrical System of New Haven Railroad Is
Wrecked In Storni That Hits Bridgeport
Worst of AH Connecticut Cities Death Lurks

' In Maze of Fallen Wires Throughout City-- Big
Fire Destroys Building in Height of Storm

Fire Chief Imperiled When Falling WiresM
Enmesh His Automobile State Highways
lhrough Country Are Completely Blocked ByruiEiui5ii

. '

.v.. ' I : ;'... '( Heavy Drifts.
Millions xf jDollaCrss of Equipment, Representing Eleven'

i Years of Technical Study Prostrated by Tremend--.
., bus Gale Carrying Snow and Rain. . V

Bridgeport today started to dig itself out ater a fierce snow
and sleet storm that wrought1 untold damage in the eastern
states. . : : :

x
.

;. Lathed by winds, of hyrricane proportions, the storm
wrecked the new electrical system of the. New York, New Haven
& Hartford i railroad, between here and New York.

'. Local and suburban trolley service; was at a standstill from
10 o'clock last night until late today.

'
. ,

; ( Telephone, telegraph and lighting systems went out. of
commission as hnire ''rtolfts totter-e-d - nndfir thft wpixrW nf fhft
heavv snow and slppt.. .'

- Falling wires started several slight fires in various sec--

On the New Haven system 11 years
of technical study, and equipment rep-
resenting millions vof dollars became
temporarily useless today.

The entire electrical service snappedlast night at the beginning of what is
said by old railroad men to be a small
storm as compared with those of years
gone byC Eyen. the signal system of
the road, which has never in the his-
tory of telegraphy beerj fully out of
commission, went by the board as the
reTsult of crossing high tension circuits,
and although the roadbeds to Boston
and New York were partly opened, the
running of trains had to Be accom-
plished by semi-gue- ss work and under
the ' most hazardous conditions. Con
ductors in some instances were re
ported as crossing fields' and ' utilizing
farmhouse, telephones for the purpose
of ascertaining right of ways. - ,

Thousands of passengers besiegeathe local railroad stations' from six
o'clock last night on some of them re-

turning to local hotels lor the nightand others-remaini-
ng in-- semi-slee- p at

the station hoping against , hope for
trains to or from NewTork. ; .

It was estimated two thousand per-
sons were in the waiting-roo- m at one
time this morning., clamoring for trains
in various directions.- - '

' The . last train , from New Tort ar-
rived in this, city at 8:80 last night
bearing mails. The first train through

' ' " 'trians. ,
- "

.

Many, sections of theN city were without lights after 10
o'clock last night. Repair crews after a 24-ho- ur siege hoped io
have al lights burning tonight: !

- Estimates erf .the damasre done , are unavailable. For the
lighting company alone, two, months' repair work is necessi-
tated by the storm of last nightj'1 "

.
' i

. Bridgeport was hardest hit in the interruption of telephone
service, according to an officiaJstatement of the Southern New
Ejtlfra-n- d Tel ephonq Company. .More than, 1 ,0M4statians! here
were' out of service. ' " " ;

Sound Aavigation was hazardous. The United States Tor-

pedo Boat Destroyer Allwyn put n here today.
.The Park City

' turned back yesterday . afternoon. The
City of-- Fall Jliver and the Seaboard sought shelter here.

. Practically --no operatioti oftrains was carried on in this
CONNECTICUT COMPANY BUCKS

THROUGH COUNTRY SNOWDRIFTS;

Md ONE SUBURBAN LINE OPP

neighborhood. Thousands 01

hours atthe local station for a
Nov trains ' are running on

lines. - The few that are runmng.on the main system are con
ducted by the! system in vogue
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the Stratford fire department. , . . f
-

Passengers on, the Winsted express for New York stayed
i i 1 1 a ; ..11 '. L.J- - ...T. ;A 1 , . w , n r. I i 1 1 n , 1 t--i r i ' 1 1
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BRAVES BUZZARD'

IN NiGHTCLOTHES

TO COMBAT FIR

Japanese Valet Aids in Sav-;in- g

Life of Wife of New"
Britain Man. v -

- New Britain, Dec 14 Whlle the
fire department was battling against
the storm at, 2 o'clock this morningthe ' residence of William T. Sloper,
on Lexington street, was gutted by
flames and the occupants driven out
in scant- attire. The damage is esti
mated att between $10,000-an- $15,000.

. When the fire was discovered an
effort was made to send in an alarm
froma nearby fire box but the storm
had torn 4own the wires. The tele-
phone was pressed into service and
fire headquarters was notified. On
the arrival of the department a scream
was', heard - and a maid employed by
Mrs. Sloper was seen- - signalling lor
help from a' third story window 7 She
was taken down safely and removed
to a. hospital suffering from cuts from
the Jagged glasses' ,

r,

A, few minutes after ' the flames
broke Sut a Japanese valet employed
by President H. C. M. Thompson, of
the American Hardware Corporation,
who lives in tlte 'same house ran to a
garage in his nlghtclothes, secured a.
garden hose k and, attaching lttto a
kitchen faucet, attempted to drown
the flames. .. " j;Mr.-- Sloper is a ' survivor of the
Titantic catastrophe.. '

FIRE DESTROYS

G0i.1LiUIGATi0I
WITH TI1E17EST

Telegraph ' service to the west
s-practically discontinued, owing
to.extrenfe damage to wires of both
the Western TJnioA and Postal Tele-
graph Cos. . . Few wires reach New
York and these are via Boston' . or
Montreal. .. '.' ' '

.The Western Union .Cox' suffered
most severely as every line in Hheir
establishment was destroyed in a. dis-
astrous fire that broke out in 1 the
cable house of the Wall street dock
at about 2 a. m. How this fire origin-
ated is not yet known but is believed'
to have started . by inducted current
from the highly charged wires of the
New Haen .railroad1 almost directly
above. ;

The house, was destroyed and lead
and vulcanite insulation burned from
200 wires in the 'pit.
, Those wires., are the only , wires in
the east conveying - Western Union
communication between- - New York,
Boston and Canadianpoints. The los
of the coniBany, in New York Is in-
estimable for It. means nearly total
destruction between ;ew . York and
New England except by devious
routes. . ;

i! lD

metropolitan points but owing to the
small compass in which they can work
several days will elapse before trunk
lines ; -

On the lines of either company
no service can be had tp Danbury,
Wajerbury or other state points, ; the
lines of which are down- in unknown

r spots. ; .
'

.
-

The Postal and Western Union lines
report no wires south - of Bridgeport
except via Boston and Montreal by
the Postal-- - service.. ': Norwalk, An- -
soma, uerDyi nave no teiegrapn or
telephone wires. , The Postal service
has one wire to New Haven.

No indications of high pressure r
crossed.--- electric wires are reported
by the telegraph companies througha strange coincidence.- - . '

. --c

Hill is Given His .
.

Old. Post in Houe v v
- Committee Honors
Washington, Dee. 14. Representa-

tive E, J, Hill, of Connecticut, will be
a member of the Ways and Means
committee of the House, . according to.
assignments made today. He was for-
merly a member of this committee.
Representative Tilson of Connecticut
gets back his place on the Military
Committee. Representative Joseph
Cannon, six years a - iairman of
the Appropriations -- ttee, has
been given sixth place- - on chat com-
mittee. -
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Caught Between Blazing
Upper Story and Ftermes
Spread Beneath Them By
Burning Elevator, Men

, Are Saved By --Warning
Shout of , Assistant Cmef

'
Beardsley. ; : x , y '.;

Plames Nearly Destroy
Building; in. Fire Closely
Following One of Monday
in Same Place Tenement
Houses Endangered- - y,i

Say- -- Under- -

writers. ,
:

Breaking- - out again- - after firemen
had considered thai flames subdued,--a

blaze that gained headway early this
morning' at the Aidgreport Mattress
Co. was one of the most dangerous and
stubborn fires,' that the department has
had to contend with in many tnonths.

! ng the scene at the great
,'laze that threatened the business dis
trie onry awteek ago,- - a ponderous ele-
vator at the top floor of the factory,
separated 'from its cables by tie: heat

, of the flames, plunged,1n a fiery mass
to the basement of the' building. ; " '

Half a dozen "firemen, caught
1 be-

tween ' the blaze on the top ;o the
building and the , furnace-lik- e base-
ment, stimulated to destruction by the
blazing elevator, just had time to es-

cape a trap in which lives might have
been lost.s A Warning cry from As-

sistant Chief Beardsley gave th-e-- the
know led are of their . danger and they

I had a minute or two in which to' leap,
down a stairway. v

The warehouse of the Hadley Furni-
ture Co. adjoining the . building, was
saved from the flames. r

Tenement houses near, the burning
building were made immune by show-
ers .of water, but theii sides were
scorched before the main fire was

'
v. .

The jflrst' fire broke out at 9:20 yester-

day-morning at the factory, 23
'East Washington avenue. -

The factory Is in the building at one
time known as the "rag shop,'' whiqh
furnished many ' a thrilling scene la
the days gone by. The Are yesterday
was sparks caused - by friction in
picking machine in- - th shoddy depart-
ment, falling on a bale of cotton use
in filling the tnattresst ' V ""

The firemen worked until 4 o clock
--in the afternoon in an endeavor to
subdue the fire, which was a smoul-
dering one, the flames having crept be-

tween the walls of the factory building.

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the
firemen were ent back to their house
as" it was believed that the last' spark
of fire had been extinguished.

Shortly- - after 4 o'clock this morning
the, watchman at the plant saw., great' flames leaping put' of the secondstory
windows of the factory and he sound-
ed an alarm from box No. 336' at East
(Washington and Housatonic, avenues.
Engine Companies 4 . and 4, Chemical
Co. 1 . and Truck' No. 2 responded and

. a line of .hose was played upon the
second story. Assistant Chief Beards
ley then ordered a line of hose Carried
up the blazing stairway in order to
combat thOs, flames in the 'interior Ot
the shop..;. -- " '

Firemen had reached the top of the
staircase on the second floor when, a
sudden gust of wind drove the flames
into their faces and they were forced
to retreat to the sidewalk." Again the
firemen charged up the stairway and
again they ' were Repulsed but not
daunted- - and they returned the third

- time. ,
"

, ,' In the meantime the flames swept
up the elevator shaft and the top floor
of tehf actory was a roaring mass of
flames which eventually licked theijr
way through thek roof of the building.
The elevator was on the third, floor
of the burning building and suddenly
a loud crash was heard as the heavy
vehicle crossed to the bottom floor, a
heap of burning material, which soon
turned the bottom floor into what re-

sembled a furnace. . The heat caused
the wre cable attached to the eleva-
tor to break-- - . ,

The firemen were now between two
fires and their lives were imperiled
when alarge portion of the roof fell,
in.- - The warning of Chief Beardsley
saved many of the men from serious
Injuries.

The warehouse of the Hadley Pur.
niture-vCo- . adjoins the mattress factory
building on the east side and damage
to furniture by water, is estimated
at $500. .

Two tenement houses at
Main street and East Washington av-

enue, about 12 feet west of the burn-(Continu- ed

on Page S.l

Weather Forecast
Pair tonight and "Weneeday;
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rington. "A snow "plow; that set out to the rescue became
stalled near Winsted, where 20 inches of snow had. fallen.

lAie first train through from New York arrived in South;
Norwalk ' at 4 o'clock this; morning. It was nine hours late. ,

The. enmne jumped the tracks in front of station, effectually
blocking '.traffic for several" hours more; .

- V

French Lines Separated
FromEnglish as Bulgar's
Break Through, Says Of-

ficial. Statement ih Berlin.

Greek Government Com-
mandeers '11 Greek Ship- -

i ping to Make ; up "Lack
of ? Food and Supplies
Through Country,

. Berlin, Dec. 14 Bulgarian troops
have broken through the Anglo-Frenc- h

line and cut off the French
forces' from the British,.' according to
an official statement, dated December
12, received here today; rom' Sofia.

It is stated that section of
the French front, was taken by storm,
the French, forces suffering"- - heavytlosses. Pursuit of thfe allied troops con
tinues. ,

GKIIECE SKIZES SHIPPING. ,

London, Dec. ,14 The tGfeek gov-- .

ernment, it was learned, here' today,
has- commandeered all Greek shippingin British and American ports' in an
effort to supply the deficfencyn food
and --coal - which exists in Greece as a.
result. :pf the-- entente allies' restric
tions. .

"
, .

' '

GERMANY TO FIGIlT
MORE CONCESSION'S

T TO AIJLIES CY GREECE
- London, Dec. 1 4 Germany appar-

ently has no intention of permitting
Greece to grant any farther conces-
sions to the allies without a ehement
protest, Reuter's 'correspondent at
Athens says German diplomats already.nave taken steps which are likely to
add considerably" to "Greece's difficul-
ties Iff pressed. j '

, It was reported at Athens, the cor-
respondent continues, that Germanyhas asked - Greece f '."whether the new
facilities afforded the allies com-
promise Greek . neutrality in any
way." ' u. '( ":';''!'

MAIL SYSTEM IH

GREATEST TIE JUP

HI LOCAL HISTORY
; 1 -

--
,

The tie up in' the mall system is the
greatest- - in , the history of the , local
post orBce. . The last - mail train from
New York come through at 80 last
night, and from that time until twelve
o'clock this noon there --was no mail
from any city west of Bridgeort. At
this time a train came through bring-
ing all the mail of the' night until the
12:47 ,noon train.r: The outgoing- - mail
to New York was sent regularly from
the post office to the station, where It

Was placed upon the first train thatwent through. . - '
,

. The delay of the mails was felt gen-
erally throughout the city: not only

l.y the business houses affected by it
tbut y those who for the first tune in
years were unable to obtain their
morning New York papers.

POSTPONE TRIAL

OF GEO. MOSHIER-UflTI- L

FEB. TERM
:. The trial of George Moshier of this

city, charged with manslaughter as a
result of the death of William Costello
in the. automobile accident on the Ox
Hill road, has been, postponed until
the February term of the criminal
superior court. Before court openedthis morning there was a conference,
between State's Attorney Cummings"
and Attorney Henry E. Shannon, rep-
resenting the accused.

Later it was announced that inas-
much as there were certain details of
evidence which the state desired to inr
vestigate further, a postponement had
been decided upon. Deputy Sheriff
Cunningham went 'to Baltic yesterdayand found Arthur Lucier, who was
chauffeur of Dr. Osborn's car on the
night of the accident. Lucier was
brought to this, city today but re-
turned home when' he learned of the
postponement. Moshier was driving
the car at the time it left' the road
and Costello, another passenger, was
killed.

from New-Have- after 11 o'clock last
night was the train leaving New Ha-
ven at 4:45 a. m. this morning which
arrived in Bridgeport at il:07. Its
regular schedule .here is 5:19 a. m.It
attempted to"- - make the' passage to
Norwalk where a wreck last, nightstill blocked "the tracks as far' as is
known tniiav .

An communication with the outer
world hy telegraph and over railroadlines discontinued at 10 o'clock last
night and the whereabouts of trainsis merely a matter of conjecture. Aj
partial telephone line service with NewHaven was established this morningbut It was of little value. '

The last train over the Housatonicor Berkshire branches of the New Ha-ven were those that left last nisht.Their whereabouts Is unknown for all-- J

telegraph and telephone communica-
tion via Wateabury, Newtown, Dan --

bury and county points N west is sei
vered., -

A tf-ai-
n consisting of... baggage and

accommodation coach, made up for
Waterbury this morning was not 'dis- -
jpatched, as, with .hundreds of pas
sengers pleading to be' taken to New"Haven that they might get connec-
tions east, or west. Trainmaster Peter
Hunt, taking the . initiative, today "d-
ecided upon,' sending a special train to

- , (Continued on Page 2.) '

in complete operation todav.
rgers have been taken through . from
Jtsnageport to Milford, 1 but no guar-- ,antee of repairs on the-Ne- Haven
section is made by the company today.Laite cars were jaaaintained from the
Remington Arms and Remington U. M.
C. companies last night,- - taking passenTgers as late as 1 o'clock.

It-ri- s hope to have many of the
broken wires lx Bridgeport repaired
by nightfall as Dig gangs of men have
been sent out to accomplish connec-
tions: ... ' .

Nothing has been heard from cars .of
the nBethel.' & Danbury line to i,orig
Hill, though ; these ace reported, as
blocked, in snow drifts near,. Bethany
Chapel. A snow-plo- w loaned by- - the
ConnecticutCompany for the purpose
of clearing tracks had not returned at
noontime today and it was feared that'
it also had been blocked by lack" of
electrical current through the possible'
breaking of a wire. i

The new cars,
which received their initiation into
Bridgeport with a baptism of snow and
slush, were taken off the Noble ave-
nue Broo'klawn line ' early last even- -'

ing, as the inauguration of. the new
system of fares was not considered de
sirable under, such inclement condi

'tions. '
. '

It may be said for the Connecticut
Company that their equipment neces
sarily strong would have prevented any
local tie-u- p had it not been ror ngnter
equipment of other companies whose
wires and poles carried away lines of
heavy electrical power. ' '

Wreckers werei engaged all yester-
day , evening and night shutting off
high voltage currents that threatened
destruction and loss of life. T.

TO FIND K

winter more than 200 men'were at the
city yard before 6 o'clock in the
morning and the director found: all
the teams he needed at his disposal. ' '

Director Courtade .called out as
snow shovellers all the men employed
for the winter season at the various
narks in the city. Thomas J. Kee
gan, superintendent of. Seaside park,
had charge of a force of men who
early began to clear the walks about
the city hall. The snow shovelling
force . under --the director of public
works began to clear Main street,.
Fairfield avenue, John, Wall and
State streets 'first. The snow was
carted and dumped into the harbor
off the city dock at the foot of Wall

(Continuea on Page 2- -

' . New York and Boston report mucn sunermg aunng me
storm, one of the heaviest in years. Fi-o- the Berkshires is
the report that the storm rivalled the', blizzard f. 1888.

Alone the post road, between Bridgeport $,nd ..btamlord, :

'- :

passengers nave neen. waiting
train. . '

n

the Berkshire and Naugatuck

in '60'. ,!

thousands of dollars.

Britain, , ,

H, -- Tat t; houna irom wew. iorK;

'.''-
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shower of sparks hit the top. Chauf-
feur Bain accelerated the speed of the
car to get out' of the danger zone.
Flames shot along the wires and atop
the poles for several blocks.

' At Madison avenue.s the chiefs car
ertcountered a big auto truck, the en-

gine running hut no driver in.the seat.
Chauffeur ' Bain expressed the belief
that the driyer had determined that
his life was worth more than his job
when the poles began to fall.

Thief Johnson worked all night. He
was called first to Main and Grand
streets where a "bell' alarm had been
sounded when falling wires fired roofs
of several buildings in the vicinity.

Later the chief responded to a still
alarm from Coleman and Pequonnock
streets, where wires caused another
slight blaze and endangered homes.
It was while returning from this fir
to No. 4 engine company's house, that
the chief's car was nearly hit by a
falling pole.

Chief Johnson was up all night and
remaified up today, giving assistance
to Superintendent Piatt of the fire

' (CORtinud on Page 2.)

scores of telegraph poles are down and most of the through
TPiPrTinne - and teleerraph wires' are out of commission. The
loss in tins i'direction will Jje

Manager Charles Chapman of-th- e

Connecticut Company admitted today
that the transportation problem in this
city had beencrippled to a great ex-
tent through the falling' of wires and
poles owned by other public service-corporations-

w - ' -
--"In the city of Bridgeport,"; said

Mr. Chapman, .""we have, managed to
keep service, in the "center only and
would have . probably survived with-
out discontinuance to 'tine extreme ends
had it not' been for failing wires and
poles over which we had no control.
Where Ur current was not cut off we
managed to' keep the tracks clear and
ran cars,,, though, Necessarily, ,the
schedules went to pieces. ''

"The lines out of commission 'this
morning, over whieh through service
will probably notfbe resumed until"" 4
o'clock today or even later, are:
f "Main street above Grand, where
heavily weighted wires with little ten-
sile strength gave way and carried
poles across the street.

"Park and Maplewood avenues;:
poles down. , . ,

' '
"South Park at the Railroad where

falling electric wires carried the Con-
necticut Company wires away.

"Barnum avenue, beyond Mill;Hill;wires down. .

"Stratford avenue line; poles down
in Stratford. -

"Westport; Turkey Hill district, nine
poles down. .

"No through jcars to New Haven, as
wires are down' in many places be-yw- nd

Milford. "

The Connecticut company managedto open service ' through' to Shelton,
Derby and 'Ansonia early this morn-
ing, this being the only . through line

COURTABE UNABLE

While the motor-drive- n lire apparatus was siaiieu m,
snow drifts a $10,000. ' fire raged this .morning in the' home ;

of William T. Sloper, in 'New
"".- - Former- - President William

to New Haven, was one of hundreds who 'slept aboard trains!
that --were stalled just .outside of the Grand Central Station,;

6 !

MEN TO HELP CITY WORKERS

CLEAR DRIFTS FROM STREETS

' '

New York. .

' in can m vmk P5 iSH t T" S Fl

Fire Chief Daniel E. Johnson and his
chauffeur,' Michael 3ain, were close to
death last night when a telegraph pole
fell near Madison avenue and Grand
street, missing the chief's car by onfy
a few feet. The pole carried-wit- h it
scores of live wires that fell in a tan-
gled mass around the car. .' . i

Chief Johnson was on f his way- - to
the: station of Engine company No. ,4
in Madison avenue. Chauffeur Bain
had ' been threading his way " among"
tangled wires, faljen "trees and poles
and, altogether, wus having a rather'
busy time of it. -

Juat before turning from Cirana
jtreet intQ Madison avenue, the chauf--
feuf veered to the left side of the road
to' avoid a wire entanglement. As he
didj so, there was a terrific cannon-lik- e'

report. An instant later, a huge pole
toppled to the street, a'few feet in the
rear of the chief's car- -

v

Following the first report,, there, was
a series Of explosions like rifle fire as
the scores of live vires parted. The
whole street was enveloped in a green-blu- e

flame. .

The wires fell around the car and a

Scarcity of men and teams ivas the
reason advanced by i)irector of Pub-
lic Works. Jacob A.yt:ourtade today
for hs failure to clear the streets of
the' snowfall. ' The director , said he
had men at work before 6 o'clock this
norning cleaning the principal streets,
but he could not get men and teams
enough to finish the job as rapidly as
he desired. ,

Only 19 men and twelve teams were
at the service of the director at 10
o'clock today. Mr. Courtade said that
although he had, scurried about the
city for more he could not obtain
them.-- . Between io and 12 o'clock
seven more were put to work. The
director said at least 100 were needed
at once. At the first snow, storm last

vV


